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Always Check with the Local Authority having Jurisdiction (AHJ) 
before implementing stairwell access control.

Electrified Locks used in stairwells must be fail safe, unlock on fire 
alarm and/or power loss, or be controlled by a key switch at the 
main fire alarm panel annunciator.

When the locking hardware is in an unlocked condition it MUST still 
maintain latch point. I.e. no maglocks or electric strikes. 

Some jurisdictions have restrictions on the number of total stories 
that building may have while locking stairwells. 

Some jurisdictions have restrictions on how many floors in a row 
may be locked in a stairwell. For example in Denver every fifth floor 
must not be locked to allow people enter back into the building if 
there is a problem with the stairwell.
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